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Major ERIC EGLAND bio
Founder, Troops Need You
Major Eric Egland is a reservist who has fought the War on Terror in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan, and he currently serves as a counter-terrorism consultant to the Department of Defense. From his frontline experience and front-row seat in the War on Terror, Egland realized a key ground force was missing in action—the American people. 

“Beyond care packages and bumper stickers, what can average Americans do to help win this war and bring our troops home?’” wondered Egland. He asked that same question of his colleagues on the ground in some of the world’s most dangerous places.  Egland’s answers emerged -- first in the form of an essay published in The Weekly Standard in November 2007 and later in The Troops Need You, America: Six Ways to Help Them Win from Your Living Room, a self-published book that details with amazing clarity tangible ways that Americans can make a real difference in the War on Terror without leaving home. His ideas sparked excitement, and within a few months, a full-fledged organization called Troops Need You was born.  

Egland’s efforts have been praised by President Bush, who invited him for a face-to-face meeting in the Oval Office, and General David Patraeus who established an unprecedented partnership to help expand Egland’s program.  His work has also led to numerous national media appearances on CBS Evening News, the Fox News Network, CNN, MSNBC, CSPAN, NPR, Michelle Malkin’s HotAir and the Hugh Hewitt show.  

The mission of Troops Need You is three-fold: 

· Strategy #1: Equip our troops to move war-weary people from combat to community—When frontline soldiers are able to invest in community in Iraq and Afghanistan, the locals react with loyalty and trust in America’s efforts to help them stand on their own two feet. Troops Need You equips our soldiers with the appropriate community-building supplies they need—generators, water purification systems, school books, even soccer equipment—to build trust and persuade the local people to stand up, so our troops can stand down and come home… victorious! 
· Strategy #2: Mobilize Americans to support wounded warriors​​​ recovering at home— Troops Need You is currently supporting dozens of recovering soldiers and Marines, following the motto of “Listen, then Deliver.” “Healing soldiers and Marines who sacrificed while defending our country have unmet needs while their life is on hold,” said Egland. “Now, any American can go beyond care packages and bumper stickers—by becoming a Battle Buddy for a healing warrior.” 
· Strategy #3: Reform war funding from earmarked pet projects to landmark responsiveness— Major Egland gained national attention when he blew the whistle on how some Members of Congress undermine the war effort and jeopardize our troops by trading wartime earmarks for political money Troops Need You is actively involved in wartime funding reforms and acquisition innovation at the highest levels in Washington D.C. to give troops the resources they really need to win today’s wars—and be prepared for tomorrow’s challenges. 
Major Egland is well-positioned to advance the Troops Need You strategy in Washington, given his national security expertise, including developing strategies to defeat terrorism and suppress the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Meanwhile, his experience in the Middle East has given him the unique opportunity to meet face-to-face with frontline troops and promote an effective “combat to community” program. 

In addition to founding Troops Need You, Eric Egland and his wife, Ania, founded MissionFreedom.org— a small charitable organization that supports religious freedom by helping those who courageously share the Christian gospel in Islamic, Communist and post-Communist countries. 

Major Egland is a career intelligence officer who holds a Master of Science in Strategic Intelligence from the National Defense Intelligence College and is a graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. He is a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and a member of the American Legion.

He and Ania currently live in Reston, Virginia with their three children. 
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